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(C)  Oman  remains  very  concerned  about  instability  and 
sectarian  violence  in  Iraq,  which  it  fears  could  spread 
elsewhere  in  the  region.  In  response  to  our  requests,  Oman 
has  heightened  its  engagement  with  the  Iraqi  government, 
including  by  hosting  the  recent  visit  of  Iraqi  PM  al-Maliki 
(ref  B).  During  this  visit,  however,  Maliki  did  not  request 
any  Omani  assistance,  and  the  Omanis  volunteered  none. 
Moreover,  senior  Omani  officials  continue  to  assert  that 
additional  military  action  in  Iraq  will  not  quell  the 
insurgency  unless  the  Iraqi  government  does  more  to  promote 
political  reconciliation.  Given  this  context  and  Oman's 
traditional  reluctance  to  become  involved  in  foreign 
conflicts  (particularly  independent  of  its  GCC  partners), 
post  does  not  believe  that  the  Omani  government  would  be 
willing  to  contribute  troops  or  other  direct  support  to 
further  the  President's  new  strategy  in  Iraq. 
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